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the chapman's way of life, first learning- how to gain in small
bargains and things of insignificant price; and thence, while
yet a youth, his mind advanced little by little to buy and sell
and gain from things of greater expense. For, in his begin-
nings, he was wont to wander with small wares around the
villages and farmsteads of his own neighbourhood; but, in
process of time, he gradually associated himself by compact
with city merchants. Hence, within a brief space of time, the
youth who had trudged for many weary hours from village to
village, from farm to farm, did so profit by his increase of age
and wisdom as to travel with associates of his own age through
towns and boroughs, fortresses and cities, to fairs and to all
the various booths of the market-place, in pursuit of his public
chaffer. He went along the high-way, neither puffed up by
the good testimony of his conscience nor downcast in the
nobler part of his soul by the reproach of poverty....
p. 26. Seeing that he then dwelt by the sea-shore, he went
down one day to the strand to seek for some means of liveli-
hood...,The place is called Wellstream, hard by the town of
Spalding; there, when the tide was out, the country-folk were
wont to scour and explore the stretches of sand, discovering
and converting to their own use whatever wreckage or drift
the sea might have brought to shore; for hence they some-
times get wealth, since they are free to seize there upon what-
soever goods or commodities they may find by the shore. The
saint, then, inspired by such hopes, roamed one day over these
stretches of foreshore \ and, finding nothing at first, he followed
on and on to a distance of three miles, where he found three
porpoises lying high and dry, either cast upon the sands by
the waves or left there by the ebb-tide. Two were still alive
and struggling: the third, in the midst, was dead or dying.
Moved with pity, he left the living untouched, cut a portion
from the dead fish, and began carrying this away upon his back1.
But the tide soon began to flow; and Godric, halting under
his burden, was overtaken by the waves; first they wet his
feet, then his legs; then his upper body was compassed about
1 Fats were rare and costly in the Middle Ages j therefore porpoise was highly
esteemed and always fetched a considerable price.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